
OUR MISSION To offer life changing hope through the Gospel of Jesus Christ to men, women,
and children through programs to deliver food,  shelter, counseling and discipleship
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• Skin lotion for hygiene bags.

• Shaving supplies; razors, shaving cream.

• Toothpaste and toothbrushes.

• Fingernail and toenail clippers.

• Combs and hairbrushes.

• Soap, including small bottles of hand soap.

• Small bottles of hand sanitizer. (these work
well to pass out to our homeless guests and
at the homeless encampments.

Current needs

Meanwhile, nobody at Gateway
Rescue Mission goes hungry. Our 
kitchen continues to prepare and 
serve more than 7,000 meals each 
month. We serve three meals a day, 
seven days a week. Homeless men 
receive shelter each night and our 
New Life Program provides a 
6-month residential program 
for men seeking a biblical 
approach to life change.

Travis is also shown here
handing out a hygiene bag 
to a homeless man living 
out of his vehicle. Gateway
Rescue Mission is on the 
frontlines of rescuing people 
from the streets. 

Thank you for supporting 
God’s work at Gateway
Rescue Mission!

Follow Us on social Media

Twitter: @gatewaymission • Facebook: Gateway Rescue Mission • Instagram: gatewaymission
For your convenience you may now donate online at gatewaymission.org/donate

Thrift Store Donation Drive!! 
And Meet Our Store Crew



feature

With spring at hand in 2026, I’d like to suggest a win-
win proposal to you as a supporter of Gateway Rescue 
Mission. Many of you may do some spring cleaning, 
which means clearing out household stuff you no
longer need and are wondering what to do with it. Your 
“stuff’ can help support our work with the homeless at 
Gateway Rescue Mission in the following way.

Gateway operates a thrift store in Pearl. We sell 
donated items, with all proceeds going to support our 
ministry. I ask you to do some spring cleaning and 
donate any usable household items you no longer use 
to Gateway Rescue Mission. 

We do not accept government funding at Gateway 
for three reasons. First, we do not want to compromise 
our rights to proclaim a spiritual message of hope in 
Christ. We also don’t want to deal with the bureaucratic 
red tape that comes with restricted government funds. 
Third, and this is possibly the least understood reason, 
there is considerably more funding available in the 
private sector than in the government sector.

At Gateway Rescue Mission, we specialize in all 
things hand-me-down. We deal with people who 
have been handed down the line until they arrive at 
the rescue mission. So, it fits our model to repurpose 
hand-me-down household items to support feeding 
and sheltering the homeless, providing programs for 
people seeking life change, and proclaiming the Gospel 
message in word and deed.

Our thrift store has traditionally provided about 30 
percent of our annual operating budget. That means 
your donation plays an important part in supporting 
our work. Your donation helps buy food, pay utility 
bills, cover insurance costs, fuel vehicles, make payroll, 

wash linens and dishes, and cover all the incidentals of 
operating a ministry.

What should you donate? Items that pay the bills 
are usable furniture in decent condition and working
household appliances. We can also sell donated 
clothing. Furniture is our single best-selling category. 
It is the number one thing that customers ask for when 
shopping in our store.

Now, let’s have a more difficult conversation. You 
would be shocked at how much Gateway Rescue 
Mission has to pay annually to throw away junk donated 
to our store that we can’t sell. If an appliance is broken, 
we do not have the capacity to fix it. If the cat has 
shredded the cloth on the furniture or the dog has peed 
on it, we can’t sell it. Please understand that we want to 
spend money to buy food rather than paying the waste
company to haul off garbage.

Finally, let me answer an often-asked question. Yes, 
we do pickup donations that are too large for you to
transport, such as couches or refrigerators. We will 
share our pickup and donation hours on the next page 
of this newsletter.

Many people in the world today see bad things going 
on and want to do something good that has immediate, 
local impact. Donating to the Gateway Rescue Mission 
thrift store does just that. The money generated from 
selling your donated items goes directly to help us 
fight the scourge of addiction, rescue people from 
homelessness, and feed hungry people. Please help us 
this spring by donating to our thrift store.

Blessings,

REX BAKER

direCtor
FROM THE

Meet our Thrift Store crew! These 
folks keep things humming at our 
thrift store in Pearl. Here are the 
facts for anyone wishing to donate 
to our store. (or shop in our store.)

• Location: 2850 Highway 80
East in Pearl, Mississippi.

• Open: Tuesday-Saturday
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

• (Our store is closed on Monday.)
• Our store is open 9:00 a.m.-

4:00 p.m. to receive donations,
Tuesday-Saturday.

• To schedule a pickup, call our
store dispatch at 601-932-1668.
• Donation pickup protocol:

Please be prepared to send
photos of the items you
wish to have picked up.

We can accept usable furniture 
in decent shape, functional 
household or yard appliances, 
clothing, and household items. 

Items we cannot accept:
• Firearms or live ammunition.
• Damaged furniture or furniture

that is in bad shape.
• Appliances, computers,

or electronics that do not
work. We do not have the
capacity to repair broken
appliances or electronics.

• Note: If you know down deep
inside it should be thrown away,
please do not donate it.

"Some want to live within the
sound of church or chapel bell.
I want to run a rescue shop
within a yard of hell."

- C.T. Studd

Visit gatewaymission.org
for more information on how
you Can help someone today
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